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DECLARATiON UNDER RULE 131 



We, STEVEN M. GOOTTER and THOMAS D. WILLIAMS, declare and say: 

That we are the applicants in the above-identified application; 

That the subject matter of claims 1 , 3, 5-8, 11 and 12 presently pending in the 
subject application were invented by us and the invention was conceived and was 
completed with an actual reduction to practice by us in the United States prior to April 21 , 
1999; 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office as s facsimile transmission on the date Indicated above to (703) 872-9326. 
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That prior to April 21 , 1999, we met on several occasions during clinical trials of a 
medical study for bicycle seats, and .determined that it would be highly desirable to have a 
mechanism for switching seats in a faster and more convenient manner, since such a 
mechanism would be highly useful in a gymnasium setting for stationary bicycles; 

That we made a number of design sketches of a mechanism to accomplish the 
switching of bicycle seats, and these sketches are shown in the accompanying Exhibits A 
through D, each of which is a true photocopy of the actual drawings; 

That each one of the drawings of Exhibits A through D bear a masked date which is 
earlier than April 21 , 1999; 

That prior to April 21 , 1999, we built and successfully tested a working prototype 
model of the mechanism which we referred to as "QUICK-LOK''; 

That the accompanying Exhibit £ is a true and accurate photocopy of a photograph 
of the prototype model of the "QUICK-LOK" and the original bears a date prior to April 21 , 
1 999, which date is masked off of the Exhibit E; 

That the photocopy of the photograph of Exhibit E is substantially similar to Figure 6 
of the subject patent application; 

That the prototype model shown in Exhibit E was successfully tested by attaching a 
bicycle seat to it and then mounting the combination to a bicycle, which was then 
successfully operated and all features of the mechanism were successfully tested in the 
intended environment; 

That the prototype model shown in Exhibit E is still in existence today and in our 
possession; 

That Exhibits F through M are true and accurate copies of photographs of the 
prototype model shown in Exhibit F; 

That the Exhibits F through M illustrate the QUICK-LOK mechanism both attached to 
a bicycle seat and separated therefrom; 

That various photographs of Exhibits F through M correspond to figures of drawings 
) in the subject patent application; 

That, for example. Exhibit H is similar to the copy of the photograph of Exhibit E, 
which in turn is similar to Figure 6 of the subject patent application; 

That we do not know and do not believe that the invention has been in public use or 
on sale in this country or patented or described in a printed publication in this, or any . 
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1 QOQ .T^^ ^" herein and relied upon to establish dotes prior to Aoril 21 

^rtLTi^H -constructing and complettng a wo^dng m^^^n^^t^^ults, 

testing and operating ,t m the. environment in which it wa« intended to be iSed; 

That the undersigned hereby declare that all statements madn h«i-BiM 

be tme, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willfulf^t!^ 

Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful fabB^atBm!.n« 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent Issued thelLonf ^^t^mems 
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Wen M- GootteT 

Date: 
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foreign country more than cne year prior to the filtng date of thia applrcatfcn, in that we 
hav6 never abandoned the invention; 

Thdt all acts mentioned herein and relied upon to eatabtrsh dateH prwr to April 21 ^ 
1 993, were carried out in the Unitod Stat^/ such acts including, but not iimfted to, the 
conception of the rnventioni con^tructrng and completing a working model and fiucce$5lul[y 
testing and operating it In the environmant in which 9t was intended to be used; 

That the undersigned hereby declare that all ^temems mada h«rein of their own 
knowledge are true end that all ^atements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true; and further that these statem^ts ware made whh the knowledge that wrflful fofge 
statements and the like so made are punishable by ffna^ or Tmpri^onment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Tlile IS of the Unitad Statss Coda and that euch willful f^lse atatements 
may jeopardize the validity of the app1fcatk>n or any patent issued thereon. 
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